»y_1_ -] ,--..;-/ r_l-'- > _II- -
Readers’ Favorite
< ’ Book Reviews and Award Contest

|

Book Review Mini-Critique

Standing

Below you will find ratings (scale of 1-5) with
Up general descriptions for the major parts of your
book followed by your Readers' Favorite review.
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view the different components of your book.
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i\ although they are not a literary professional,
they are an avid reader of books just like yours.
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The appearance of a book can make a significant impact on the
experience of a reader, whose enjoyment is often enhanced by an
enticing cover, an intriguing table of contents, interesting chapter
headings, and when possible, eye-catching illustrations.

The characters of a book should be well defined with strengths and
flaws, and while they do not have to be likable, the reader does
have to be able to form a connection with them. The tone should be
consistent, the theme should be clear, and the plot should be
original or told from a unique perspective. For informative books --
those without plot and characters--this rating refers primarily to
your concept and how well you presented it.
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Development refers to how effectively you told your story or
discussed your topic. The dialogue should be realistic, the
descriptions should be vivid, and the material should be concise
and coherent. Organization is also a key factor, especially for
informative books -- those without plot and characters. The order in
which you tell your story or explain your topic and how smoothly it
flows can have a huge impact on the reader's understanding and
enjoyment of the material.

Formatting is the single most overlooked area by authors. The way
in which you describe scenes, display dialogue, and shift point of
view can make or break your story. In addition, excessive
grammatical errors and typos can give your book an amateurish
feel and even put off readers completely.

Marketability refers to how effectively you wrote your book for your
target audience. Authors may include content that is above or
below the understanding of their target reader, or include concepts,
opinions or language that can accidentally confuse or alienate some
readers. Although by its nature this rating is very subjective, a very
low rating here and poor reviews may indicate an issue with your
book in this area.

The overall starred rating takes into account all these elements and
describes the overall reading experience of your reviewer. This is
the official Readers' Favorite review rating for your book.



Review:

Reviewed by Stewart Brian for Readers' Favorite

Standing Up: Making the Best Out of Surviving the Worst by Mary L.
Devine is a well-written, emotional, and inspiring memoir. Mary
writes about two intense phases of her life. At age 23, Mary fell in
love with Vince, a man she hoped to spend the rest of her life with.
However, after four years of dating, what she imagined to be the
best moments of her life after her wedding turned out to be a
nightmare as she became a victim of domestic violence. Vince, just
like his father, was bad-tempered, an abuser, and an alcoholic.
After a traumatic incident that almost cost her life, Mary is
determined to get over her past, heal from her trauma, and rewrite
her story.

| commend Mary’s courage to share her story despite how difficult it
would be going through her past trauma and giving such a detailed
account of it. This memoir is a unique way of enlightening readers
on the impact of domestic violence on victims. | loved the title of
this book as it blended perfectly with the story. | also loved Mary’s
unique yet engaging writing style. This book got me so hooked that
the only time | had to take a break was when | was overwhelmed by
emotions. This is a testament that Mary is a talented writer and an
amazing storyteller. The story had an impeccable pace, and it was
easy to comprehend. | will recommend this book to all victims of
domestic violence. Standing Up by Mary L. Devine will always
remind me to contribute my part in the fight against domestic
violence and any other form of abuse.



